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LETTER  XXX

Dresden,1 September ^oth, 1786.

You have been informed, no doubt, by the
courier of Tuesday, of what happened on Monday,
at the first Court held by the Queen; but, as I
think it is proper I should add some reflections
on this subject, I shall begin by relating what
passed.

The Princess Frederica of Prussia, who im-
agined that, according to the very sensible custom
of the country, the Queen would sit down to play
with natives, and not with foreign ambassadors,
had placed the Count d'Esterno at her table; for
it was she who arranged the parties. She asked
the Queen whom she appointed for her own table.
The Queen named Prince Reuss, the Austrian
Ambassador, and the Prince of Goethe; but, this
species of infantine elephant having, after some
consideration, declared that he did not know any
one game, the Queen substituted Romanzow, the

i The scene of this and the two following letters, though
dated at Dresden, is Berlin.f Bavaria is not ill. His new
